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Charges dropped in teacher assault

b Twins were aocused
of beating teacher
By GARY McELROY
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A Mabile jpdge dismissed assault
charges Tuesday agalnst twin giris
aceised of attacking a Murphy High
Sohaal teacher in March as he tried
b0 Break up a fight.

Dvkesha and Dynesha Harris,

i T-yearld sisters, were n District

Jidge George Hardesty's colrtronm
Tuesday for thelr preliminary hear-
ing, a procedurs in which the judge

decides whether to se=nd a cass
along to a grand jury,

Following a Irngh.- hearing,
Hardesiy apnounced there was Josul-
ficient svidence thit the twing com-
midted seconds-degres aisaull on
schoolteacher Leslie Thorpe.

Théwpe, a calinary arts teacher at
Muiirphy, UesiBied Belors the jadge
The twins did nod

Hardesty was told thal a long-
standing (Eud existed between 1he
Harris sisters and two younger girls
at the school amd thad the sienmering
faisl exploded March 26 in a schoo!
hallway melee. '

Thee vases of the other girls, cous-

—rmmmr e -

ins aged 16 and 14, wers sent to the
StrlnEI.Lnd Youth Center, and
theredore restricted from pabllc re-
enrd.

Mccordirng to Thorpes, e slepped
imto thedray after it had alr=ady
started, trylng to break it up,

At gme point, Thaorpe tobd Hardes-
by, he had Dykeaha Harria "up
against 4 wall” sid as they struggled
Lhaey slkd ind0 & resleostm,

[ymesha Harris came sereaming
:4; bhehime them, yelling “My sister!

w siaterT according 1o lestimony.

Az Thorpe describesd the hysteria
and chaps, he told Hardesty that he
was struck in the head with a

Dymesha
Harris Hars

broomstick.
J'|:|-|'|¢xi"|a he said, 4r-|mm1 bent
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on saving “her sister a1 any
oSt

During cross-oxamination,
the Harris twing” sttorney,
William “Jay® Casey, asked
Thizrpe if he belisved sither
of e twing was Intent on
doing him harm.

Thorpe snawared by say-
img he Believed he was Ioter

tiomally struck and that in
the heat of the fight the
girls would have gones after
anything In-thetr way.

Casey alao extabllshed
that Thorpe was mot seri:
audly injured

I the end, Hardesty or-
dered the girls to stand up
and announced thag he was
dropping the cases agamst

them — meaning he was mol
convinced the girls meant
Thorpe harm and that the
injuries the tescher aulfered
did neot Fige Do iR red
needed to substantiate the
charges

But Hardesty then sternly
lectured the twing, in reler-
ence to the [eud and fight
with the otler girls, that the

Harris sisteérs” attempts "o
get 2t somebody™ and thelr
“carrying on ke soume junghe
warfare” was unacceplable
In seclety and in schood.




